Mouk (Mahammadali Israfilov, b. 2004 02 04) — artist, based in Baku, Azerbaijan.
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Studies:

e Azerbaijan State Academy of Fine Arts — Bachelor, Painting, from 2021.

Exhibitions and Symposiums:

Solo Exhibition “My World”, Lithuania (Vilnius), HAI Gallery, 2024
Solo Exhibition “Summer”, Lithuania (Ziogeliai), Hutte Ziogeliai, 2024
“MOUK” solo exhibition, Azerbaijan (Baku), Syndicat, 2023

“An Unorthodox Flow of Art”, Azerbaijan (Baku), Salaam Cinema, 2022
Istanbul Symposium, Turkey, 2022

Symposium “Sunny Palette of The East”, Kyrgyzstan, 2022

Artist Statement

My art is a reflection of the world I inhabit, a world that is often overlooked in its beauty. I
am drawn to the extraordinary in the ordinary, the profound in the mundane. The people I
encounter in my daily life become my subjects — the solitary woman on the metro, the
relaxed taxi driver navigating the city streets. I paint them because I am captivated by their
inherent beauty, the essence of their being that shines through in a fleeting glance or a
moment of introspection.

In my still lifes, shadows are as crucial as the objects themselves. They add depth, mystery,
and a sense of the ethereal. Every element of the composition is significant — the colours, the
arrangement, the proportions, and even the happy accidents that occur in the creation process.
These components combine to create a harmony that resonates with the viewer on a deep,
intuitive level.

While I greatly respect the masters who came before me, my gaze is firmly fixed on the
present. I observe the world around me with the eyes of a classical painter, seeking out the
timeless, the universal, the essential. [ am not interested in capturing the transient or the
trendy. Instead, I seek to paint what truly matters, the things that linger in our memories long
after the moment has passed.

Through my art, I invite the viewer to pause, look closer, and see the world anew. I hope to
spark a recognition of the beauty that surrounds us, the essence that lies at the heart of all
things. In a world that often feels chaotic and ephemeral, my paintings are a reminder of what
endures, what connects us, and what makes us human.
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